The Evolution of Microphone Technology and Its Impact on Musical Theatre Performance
Performing Arts Student Workbook
Create a word document, sketch book or vocal recording.
Introduction
Purpose of this workbook: To help you understand how microphone technology has developed and influenced musical theatre performers, while improving your ability to write descriptively, explain concepts, and critically evaluate.
Learning Outcomes
Describe the historical development of microphones in musical theatre.
Explain the impact of microphones on vocal technique, staging, and audience experience.
Critically comment on the advantages and disadvantages of microphone use in live performance.
Section 1: Describe
Task: Write a detailed description of the development of microphones in musical theatre. Include:
Early performances without microphones.
Introduction of amplification in theatres.
Evolution from handheld microphones to body mics and headsets.
Modern wireless technology.
Prompts
What did performers rely on before microphones were introduced?
When were microphones first used in theatre?
How have microphone designs changed over time?
Writing Tips
Use chronological order.
Include specific examples (e.g., notable productions or technological milestones).
Avoid opinions—stick to facts.
Writing Frame (Describe)
Sentence starters:
In the early years of musical theatre, performers...
Amplification began to appear in theatres around...
As technology advanced, microphones evolved from...
Today, most productions use...
Your response (Describe)
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 2: Explain
Task: Explain how microphones have changed the way performers approach singing and acting. Consider:
Vocal technique (projection vs. intimacy).
Movement and choreography.
Sound design and mixing.
Audience experience.
Prompts
Why did microphones allow for more naturalistic acting styles?
How do microphones affect choreography and blocking?
What role does the sound engineer play in modern productions?
Writing Tips
Use cause and effect language (e.g., 'Because microphones were introduced...').
Link technology to performance practice.
Use specific examples and explain the connection.
Writing Frame (Explain)
Because microphones reduced the need for extreme projection, performers were able to...
As wireless body mics became standard, choreography could...
With modern sound mixing, the balance between vocals and orchestra...
For audiences, amplification has changed the experience by...
Your response (Explain)
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 3: Critically Comment
Task: Critically evaluate the impact of microphones on musical theatre. Discuss:
Benefits (e.g., clarity, accessibility, creative possibilities).
Drawbacks (e.g., loss of vocal projection skills, technical failures).
Artistic implications (e.g., does amplification change the authenticity of live theatre?).
Prompts
Do microphones enhance or diminish the performer’s craft?
How do microphones affect audience perception of 'live' performance?
Should performers still train for projection even with microphones?
Are there genres or venues where amplification is less appropriate?
Writing Tips
Use balanced arguments and acknowledge counterpoints.
Support points with examples (productions, venues, incidents).
Conclude with a reasoned judgment and justify it.
Writing Frame (Critically Comment)
On one hand, amplification enables...; on the other hand, it can lead to...
While microphones increase clarity for audiences, they may also...
A significant drawback is... however, this can be mitigated by...
Overall, the impact of microphones on musical theatre is... because...
Your response (Critically Comment)
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extension Activity
Research a major musical (e.g., Les Misérables, Hamilton, The Phantom of the Opera) and analyse how microphone technology shaped its performance style. Consider the production’s venue size, orchestration, vocal demands, and sound design choices.
Assessment Criteria
Describe: Accurate, detailed, chronological.
Explain: Clear connections between technology and performance.
Critically Comment: Balanced, well-supported arguments with examples.
Self-Assessment Checklist
I used specific examples to support my points.
I structured my writing clearly (intro, main points, conclusion).
I checked spelling and grammar.
I reflected on both benefits and drawbacks.






















Microphone Workbook Task 2
Online Research

🔹 Section 1: Describe
History of Microphones in Theatre
Use these websites to help you write a timeline of development:
Explain That Stuff – Microphones
https://www.explainthatstuff.com/microphones.html
➤ Explains how microphones developed and how they work [mynewmicrophone.com]
BBC Bitesize – Sound
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
➤ Simple explanations of sound and amplification
Evolution of Sound Design in Theatre
https://robsummers.co.uk/the-evolution-of-sound-design-in-theatre/
➤ Shows how theatre technology has changed over time

🔹 Section 2: Explain
How Microphones Changed Performance
Use these websites to explain cause and effect:
Revision World – Sound Design
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/drama-gcse-revision/sound-design
➤ Explains how sound affects performance and audience experience [bam.files.bbci.co.uk]
Shure UK – Theatre Microphones
https://www.shure.com/en-GB/insights/top-mic-placement-tips-for-theater
➤ Real examples of microphones in live theatre [cyberphysics.co.uk]
National Theatre Learning Hub
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learn-explore/schools/teacher-resources/
➤ UK professional theatre resources [garethfry.co.uk]

🔹 Section 3: Critically Comment
Advantages and Disadvantages
Use these to help you build balanced arguments:
SoundCy – Sound in Theatre
https://soundcy.com/article/what-is-sound-in-theatre
➤ Explains how sound shapes audience experience [captitles.com]
Captitles – Theatre Sound Design Guide
https://www.captitles.com/library/sound-design-an-insiders-guide-to-theatre-sound-design
➤ Covers history, purpose, and modern use [usitt-sound.org]
Association of Sound Designers (UK)
https://www.theasdp.com/resources-page
➤ Industry-level insights into theatre sound [nationalth...tre.org.uk]


