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CAUSATION

Essay questions in A level history can be categorised into different ‘second order concepts’. These help
us to focus on answering the question directly and effectively. They also help us to choose language
and phrasing that will allow us to compare our paragraph themes to each other.

Potential second order concepts that you may come across include:
. Significance

. Change and continuity

. Similarity and difference

. Causation

. Consequence

For today we will be focussing on causation by looking at factors that influenced people to go on the
First Crusade.

When you are writing a causation essay, you are focussing on factors that make events happen. You
may be tempted to be narrative and write about the chronology of factors that cause an event to hap-
pen but, in order to fully answer the question, you need to move beyond this. The easiest way to think
about it is that you are establishing a hierarchy of causes. You want to be able to identify one cause as
more important than the others and to be able to explain your reasoning behind this.

Perhaps one of the most common things to consider is whether the causes are long or short term, and
whether any of them could be said to be a catalyst for the event.

It can also be helpful to consider the causes in relation to each other. For example: to what extent did
the exhaustion and weakness of Harold Godwinson’s army after Stamford Bridge provide opportunity
for the strengths of the Norman army?

We may also consider some causes in relation to where, who and what they impacted. This could be
looking at regional influence or perhaps whether it had an impact on religious or secular leaders at the
time.




' Note down 3 new facts that you have gained about Medi-

/ eval history from the timeline activity.
~ -~
— —
—

Discuss with the people around you, what aspect of the course are you most excited to
learn about and why?



Why was the First Crusade
called?

Discuss the reasons for the First Crusade and consider how you would place them in a hierarchy of

causation.

Points to consider: are they long term or a catalyst? Do they involve anyone with significant power
or influence? Do you think they influence any of the other possible causes?



A call to crusade:

Based on what you have learned about motivations, create a speech, letter or poster to en-
courage the people of medieval Europe to go on crusade.



TASK:

1. Read through the articles and extracts on the 11th Century and what was happening in the East
and West.

2.  From this reading, create a list of factors that could be said to be contributing to the start of the

crusades.
3.  Rank these to show which you think were the most significant factors and why.

These tasks will contribute as research towards your first assessment for the course.

Reasons/ Evidence from reading and research Any additional comments or links
factors for the with other factors.

crusades:

Religious

Political

The Knights



How significant were the factors contributing to the crusades?

Rank the factors on the pyramid below.




Taken from : Pathfinder History ‘The Crusades’ by Irene Merrall

Western Europe in the 11th
Century |

THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL

In order o understand why the cusades happened, we must try 1o
understand the world in which the crusaders lived. Perhaps the casiest
way to do this is to look at the 1lth-century world as a series of struggles
of one kind or another. The first struggle was common Lo everyone- the
struggle to survive. Western Europe was underpopulated and only a
fraction of the land was cultivated. Food shortages, famine, disease and
early death were common. There was little comfort but the hope of a
better life to come after death, and it is not surprising that religion held
an important place in the hearts and minds of medieval people. Apart
from southern Spain, which was Muslim, and certain areas north of the
Baltic sea, which were pagan, western Europe was Christian, which in
that part of the world meant it followed the Roman Catholic faith.

THE STRUGGLE FOR SALVATION

For Christians, although a place in heaven was reserved for the
righteous, the punishment for sinners was cternal damnation in hell,
The second struggle, therefore, was that of good against evil. The aim
of the good was salvation: to have sins forgiven and to gain a place in
heaven. The most certain way of obtaining salvation was to become &
monk or nun - to leave the world and fight the battle against the
forces of evil in prayer. It was thought that God listened to the prayers
of moniks and nuns on behall of others. The relics of saints were also
thought to have a special significance, and a pilgrimage to one of the
major shrines in Europe could be made as a penance, in order to gain
forgiveness for past sins. The most important place of pilgrimage was
Jerusalem, where Jesus Christ had been erucified and had risen from
the dead. There, even the stones of the buildings were considered to
be holy relics.

THE STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY

The structure of society was what has been called ‘feudal’. That is, men
held land in return for swearing an oath to serve and advise their lord,
who. in turn, swore to give them his protection. Socicty was organised
around the need to fight, The nobility were knights, trained to their
calling from boyhood. Kings were weak and struggled to establish
their right to rule. A kingdom was only that area in which a king could
physically enforce his authority. In France, this meant that the king
ruled only the area around Paris. In the rest of his lands local lords
fought him, each other and the church for control of the land that
they needed to support themselves and their horses. There was little
organised law and order. There were few luxuries and refinements of

life.
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THE STRUGCLE OF EMPEROR AND POPE

The largest European country was the German, or Holy Boman,
Emprire. In Germany, the emperors had gained control by appointing
churchmen as their representatives. In the past, the emperor had also
appointed popes, Feom the middle of the 1 1th cenmy there had been
imporant reforms in the church, Popes had insisted that they had
control over the election of bishops and that all Christendom,
mcluding empermrs and kings, were their subjects. The German
emperor, Henry IV, had been in dispute with the pope since 1076.
Effegtively the emperor and the pope were struggling for comtrol of
western Christendom.

THE STRUGGLE IN SOUTHERN ITALY

In Normandy there there were many highly trained knights, mone
than could be used in the wars of the Norman dukes, Many of these
knights were younger soms who were looking for other wars to fighi
and other lands o COTLET aindd setile. From thee ﬁlr]:r 11th century ihie=
Normans had been engaged in a struggle in southern Italy, where the
ltalian noblemen and the armies of the Mushms and the Byzantines
were all trying to gain control. In order 1o help them in their stroggle
against the German empemrs, the popes had wmed o the Normans
m southern Ttaby, In 1095 the eMpPEIr wis i i weak |'|-::|:».ili-::-||. thie
pope, Urban I, in a strong one. If he could mobilise the forces of
Chnstendom on a mission of his i'IIiJIIHiIIH then he could e
beyoned doubt that the pope was the supreme leader — thar the church
was supertor to the state.

r_\-— paman®

Eurcpa and the near east in the [ 1th cantury
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The East in the 11th
Century

THE BYZANTINE STRUGGLE AGAINST INVASION FROM
THE EAST .

Eastern Europe was part of the Byzantine empire, which was the
Roman empire in the east. At its heart was the magnificent city of
Constantinople, where the emperor lived and ruled. At its peak, the
empire had stretched from Armenia in the east, throughout Asia
Minor, across the sea of Marmora and through the Balkans as far as
the river Danube. During the course of its history the Byzantine
empire had fought many times against invaders from the east. In the
middle of the 11th century it was struggling against the Seljuk Turks.
In 1071, at the battle of Manzikert, the Seljuks defeated the Byzantine
emperor and took over the area of Anatolia (the Asian part of Turkey).
This was a major catastrophe as Anatolia was the area where the
emperor recruited his soldiers. Alexius Comnenus became emperor in
1081 and was determined to restore the empire.

THE BYZANTINE STRUGGLE WITH THE NORMANS

The Byzantine empire was also having to struggle in another direction
at this time. Southern Italy had been part of the empire, but it had
been conquered by the Normans under Robert Guiscard. Guiscard’s
intention was to march on Constantinople and, to this end, he
attacked Greece in 1081 Alexius Comnenus enlisted the help of the
Vetetian fleet and managed to slow down the advance of the
Normans. In 1085 Robert Guiscard died suddenly and his sons
quarrelled among themselves. As we have seen, the pope had been
encouraging the Norman advance in southern Italy in his struggle
against the German emperor. The Byzantine struggle against the
Normans could therefore also be seen as a struggle against the pope.

THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE EASTERN AND WESTERN
CHURCHES

The Byzantine empire was Christian but it did not acknowledge the
pope in Rome as the head of the church. The churches in the east and
west had developed separately in the 4th and 5th centuries when the
western Roman empire was being invaded by barbarian tribes. The
language used in the eastern church was Greek and it became known
as the Greek Orthodox church. In 1054 the Latin and the Greek
Christian churches separated over doctrinal matters. Both thought
that they were the true Christian church and that their leaders had the
right to be the leader of Christendom. The death of Robert Guiscard
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made relationships between the pope and the Byzantine emperor
easier. In 1089 Urban 11 lifted the excommunication that had been
put on the emperor by his predecessor and the two churches began
cautiously to negotiate with each other. Although relations between
Alexius Comnenys and Urban 11 were friendly, there was,
nevertheless, an underlying struggle for supremacy.

STRUGGLES IN THE IsLAMIC WORLD

Other struggles were going on within the empire of Islam. As with the
Chslstian world, the Muslims were not united. The southern part of
Spain was ruled by the Umayyad dynasty and the Christian Kings of
northern Spain, supported by the pope, were engaged in a war
against them to ty to push them out of the country. In the near east,
in the late 11th century, there were two dynasties struggling to be
acknowledged as the leaders of Islam - the Abbasids and the Fatimids.
The Abbasid caliph ruled from Baghdad and the Fatimid caliph from
Cairo. The caliph, the successor to the prophet Mohammed, was both
a religious and a secular ruler. Support for the different caliphates
came from the two main branches of Islam — the Sunni and the Shia.
The Sunnites supported the Abbasids, the Shi'ites supported the
Fatimids,

By the middle of the 1 1th century the Abbasids had become more or
less rulers in name only because in 1055 the Seljuk Turks had atacked
Baghdad. They were Sunm Muslims and their leader had taken over
the running of the Abbasid empire, giving himsell the title of sultan
(‘he with authonty’). In 1071 the Seljuks took Jerusalem from the
Fatimids. In 1092 the empire was divided into five large territories.
The major cities of the empire became autonomous (self-ruling)
emirates governed by atabegs, who began to make war on each other,

LIVING CONDITIONS IN THE EAST

Unlike the west, the near east was highly cultivated, fruitful and
wealthy, The caliphs ruled from capital cities with the help of many
officials. Luxury goods were exported all over the world; the textile
industry flourished; mathemarics, science, medicine and education
were  highly advanced. The Muslim conquerors left the local
mnhabitants to till the fields and wlerated their religions in return for
taxes. Jerusalem was a holy city for both Muslims and Christians.
Muslim coptrol did not necessarily mean persecution for' the
Christians living there but, after the takeover of Anatolia by the
Seljuks, it became more difficult and dangerous for pilgrims to travel
overland from Europe to Jerusalem. Alexius Comnenus, looking for
an opportunity to regain his empire, saw that the Seljuk Turks were
weak because of internal disputes and aggression. He lacked soldiers,
however. The west had soldiers aplenty so in 1095 he appealed to the
Pope, as a leader of influence in the west, to come to his aid.,
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Taken from: The Crusades by Bernard Hamilton
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Listen to some of the religious motiva-
tions for going on crusade.

Listen to the reasons some knights went
on crusade.

&
=

Listen to the political context that contributed
to the First Crusade
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