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Medieval History  

At Shrewsbury College 
 

 

 

Conquest, control and resistance in the medieval world. 

Paper 1: The Crusades c1095-1204 

Paper 2: Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman kingdom, 

c1053-1106 

Paper 3: The Golden Age of Spain, 1474-1598 

 

Coursework essay. 
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CAUSATION 

 

Essay questions in A level history can be categorised into different ‘second order concepts’. These help 

us to focus on answering the question directly and effectively. They also help us to choose language 

and phrasing that will allow us to compare our paragraph themes to each other. 

Potential second order concepts that you may come across include: 

 Significance 

 Change and continuity 

 Similarity and difference 

 Causation 

 Consequence  

 

 

For today we will be focussing on causation by looking at factors that influenced people to go on the 

First Crusade. 

 

When you are writing a causation essay, you are focussing on factors that make events happen. You 

may be tempted to be narrative and write about the chronology of factors that cause an event to hap-

pen but, in order to fully answer the question, you need to move beyond this. The easiest way to think 

about it is that you are establishing a hierarchy of causes. You want to be able to identify one cause as 

more important than the others and to be able to explain your reasoning behind this.  

Perhaps one of the most common things to consider is whether the causes are long or short term, and 

whether any of them could be said to be a catalyst for the event. 

It can also be helpful to consider the causes in relation to each other. For example: to what extent did 

the exhaustion and weakness of Harold Godwinson’s army after Stamford Bridge provide opportunity 

for the strengths of the Norman army? 

We may also consider some causes in relation to where, who and what they impacted. This could be 

looking at regional influence or perhaps whether it had an impact on religious or secular leaders at the 

time. 
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Note down 3 new facts that you have gained about Medi-

eval history from the timeline activity. 

Discuss with the people around you, what aspect of the course are you most excited to 

learn about and why? 
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Why was the First Crusade 

called? 

Discuss the reasons for the First Crusade and consider how you would place them in a hierarchy of 

causation. 

Points to consider: are they long term or a catalyst? Do they involve anyone with significant power 

or influence? Do you think they influence any of the other possible causes? 
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A call to crusade: 

 

Based on what you have learned about motivations, create a speech, letter or poster to en-

courage the people of medieval Europe to go on crusade. 
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TASK:  

1. Read through the articles and extracts on the 11th Century and what was happening in the East 

and West. 

2. From this reading, create a list of factors that could be said to be contributing to the start of the 

crusades. 

3. Rank these to show which you think were the most significant factors and why. 

These tasks will contribute as research towards your first assessment for the course. 

Reasons/

factors for the 

crusades: 

Evidence from reading and research Any additional comments or links 

with other factors. 

 

Religious  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political 

  

 

 

The Knights 
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How significant were the factors contributing to  the crusades? 

Rank the factors on the pyramid below. 
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Taken from : Pathfinder History ‘The Crusades’ by Irene Merrall 
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Taken from:  The Crusades by Bernard Hamilton 
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Listen to some of the religious motiva-

tions for going on crusade. 

Listen to the reasons some knights went 

on crusade. 

Listen to the political context that contributed 

to the First Crusade 


