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Your summer holiday challenge for French
1. General vocabulary and grammar revision 
This is an important part of the work I would like you to do over the summer. The reason for this is that you won’t be using the French language for over 2 months unless you actively engage with it. By accessing the following 2 links (A and B) you will feel that you learn / remember more in a short amount of time. The best would be to do a little every day (or every other day ).
A. Coffee Break French Archives - Coffee Break Languages
Work through the ‘podcast’ section as a refresher to GCSE and to support you to bridge the gap for A-Level study. Take notes as you go, there will be lots of interesting language facts which you won’t have been taught at GCSE, this is where your love for languages will begin again!  
Things to consider:
a) Don’t skip the grammar. If you can’t remember the grammar, then please revisit it. In this link you will find websites you can use: Languages online
b) Write down new vocabulary (not every single word, but more key vocabulary for the topic concerned).
c) Take screen shots of the most interesting podcasts and send to me on alicef@shrewsbury.ac.uk 
When you revise grammar, it is important that you cover the following:
1) The articles (definite & indefinite), nouns, adjective endings
2) verbs: present, perfect, imperfect and future tense
3) prepositions
4) negative sentences

B. News In Slow French - News in Slow French - Intermediate Podcast
This will become a staple of your study here at college. There isn’t any need to pay for it, the free content in the archives is enough; there are hundreds of episodes! Start with Intermediate level. Take note of new vocabulary and log the title of the episode 





you listened to. Were the speakers male, female, young, old, French, or from other French speaking countries? This will help you to build your experience from a range of different speakers. NB: It is only a true listening activity if you don’t read the transcript at the same time. Listen a few times, take notes, THEN listen again with the transcript. 
Please send me your ‘Listening Logs’ containing what you listened to, and the vocab you learnt on the way. You could present it this way: 
	Podcast title
	Speaker details
	New vocab
	Facts I learnt 
	Difficulty

	“Stephen Colbert présente la toute dernière émission de l’emblématique « Late Show”

	Male and female – adult, French
	Invoqué – Cited
Annulé – cancelled
Parmi eux – among them
	These don’t have to be about France, it can be about culture, geography, education, politics, world affairs etc – This is A-Level, and understanding world affairs is crucial. 
	I slowed it down to 1.0.



C. French speaking world in 90 seconds
Lastly, I would like you to do a little bit of research and/or use the facts you already know about France or the French speaking world. Please prepare a short presentation which you will deliver in a pair (about 1 ½ minutes long). I leave it entirely up to you what you focus on. 
Here are some ideas:
You could:
a) give a brief overview of the geography.
b) talk about a place you have been to.
c) talk about a French person (e.g. a “celebrity”, a sportsperson, a person form history, an artist, a musician, a scientist, a fashion designer, a youtuber etc)
d) talk about something that interests you about France – the possibilities are endless here.
You can do this in form of a Power Point Presentation or just with notes. It must be in French (don’t worry too much about making mistakes – you will make them and that is fine, that’s why you come to college and study the language and learn from your mistakes ).
Profitez des vacances et on se voit bientôt! 
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